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REMARKS 

Reconsideration of this application in light of the amendments and the following remarks 
is respectfully requested. 

Status of the Claims 

Claims 1-14 and 16-20 are pending in this application. Claim 15 was previously 
canceled without prejudice or disclaimer of the subject matter contained therein. Claims 1,6, 17, 
and 1 8 have been amended. No new matter has been added. 

Objections to the Claims 

The Examiner objects to claims 17 and 18 because of informalities. Applicants have 
amended claims 17 and 18 to address the Examiner's objections. Applicants respectfully request 
reconsideration and withdrawal of this objection. 

Claim Rejections under 35 U.S.C. 8 102 

Claims 1-14 and 16-20 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(e) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 7,051,098 to Masters et al. ("Masters"). 

In view of the Examiner's rejection, Applicants have amended independent claims 1 and 
6. Specifically, claim 1 has been amended to recite "one or more services provided by the 
remotely located computer systems that are useable to monitor at least one of said computer 
systems, the services being non-monitoring specific and the remotely located computer systems 
absent the monitoring computer program." Claim 1 has further been amended to recite that "the 
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monitoring information compris[es] a response from at least one of the services provided by the 
remotely located computers systems." Independent claim 6 has been amended similarly. 

Applicants respectfully submit that, in contrast to the present invention. Masters does not 
disclose monitoring remotely located computers that are not executing specialized monitoring 
software and performing the monitoring by way of services that are non-monitoring specific, as 
recited by claim 1. The present invention remotely detects data sources, probes those data 
sources for accessible services and retrieves from the accessible services monitoring information 
that is a response from the accessible service. 

Masters is directed to a computer-implemented system for managing and monitoring 
one or more computers in a distributed system. As part of this system. Masters discloses a "Host 
and Networlc Monitoring Function Group" that includes "[r]un-time capabilities for discovering 
new hosts that have been started." (Masters, column 7, lines 348-40.) Masters further discloses 
"Host Monitors" that "are instantiated on each host machine within the distributed 
environment" to monitor the status of a particular host. (Masters, column 10, lines 18-24 
(emphasis added).) Thus, the Host Monitor is a process or program that must be executing on 
the monitored host in order to collect operating system level data from the host on which the 
process executes. (Masters, colunm 9, line 60 - colunm 10, line 32.) That is, unlike the present 
invention, Masters requires all monitored computers to execute specialized monitoring software 
and all monitoring information communicated from one instantiation of a monitoring software to 
another is a message specifically for communication monitoring information. 
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For at least the reasons discussed above, Applicants submit that Masters does not disclose 
all the features of claim 1, and therefore Masters does not anticipate claim 1. Applicants 
respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal of this rejection. 

Claims 2-5 and 17-18 depend from claim 1. Applicants submit that claims 2-5 and 17-18 
are patentable for at least the same reasons as discussed above with respect to claim 1, 
Reconsideration and withdrawal of this rejection is respectfully requested. 

Independent claim 6 recites features that are substantially similar to those features of 
claim 1 demonstrated above to be missing from Masters. Applicants submit that Masters does 
not disclose or suggest the invention recited by claim 6 for at least the reasons discussed above 
with respect to claim 1 . 

Claims 7-14, 16, and 19-20 depend from independent claim 6. Applicants submit that 
claims 7-14, 16, and 19-20, by virtue of their dependency from claim 6, are patentable for at least 
the reasons discussed above. 

Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection 
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CONCLUSION 

Each and every point raised in the Final Office Action dated March 26, 2008 has been 
addressed on the basis of the above amendments and remarks. In view of the foregoing it is 

believed that claims 1-14 and 16-20 are in condition for allowance and it is respectfully 
requested that the application be reconsidered and that all pending claims be allowed and the 
case passed to issue. 

If there are any other issues remaining which the Examiner believes could be resolved 
through a Supplemental Response or an Examiner's Amendment, the Examiner is respectfully 
requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number indicated below. 



Dated: September 25, 2008 Respectfully submitted. 




Registration No.: 60,422 
DARBY & DARBY P.C. 
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New York, New York 10150-5257 
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(212) 527-7701 (Fax) 
Attorney For Applicant 
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